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This Week 


The Miser-Downtown 
National 6/17. Seoond bill 
directed by and starring 
Meurice Schwartz. Present- 
ed by Russell-Farrow, 


Future Dates 


Cat On a Hot Tin 
Roof-Morosco 3/24ee6 
Sky High-Open Door 3/27 
eeeTriple Bill-Bijou 4/5 
Teach Me How to Cry-De 
Lys 4/SeeeThree for 
night-Plymouth 4/6e0% 
Champagne Canplex-Cort 
4/12...The Honeys-Long- 
scre 4/14.,..Ankles Awe- 
igh-Hellinger 
Phoenix '55-Phoenix 4/19 
eeeGuys & Dolls-City Cen- 
ter 4/20eeeInherit The 
Wind 4/24...South Pacfic 
-City Center 5/4...Demn 
Yenkee-46th St 5/5..eFin- 
ian's Rainbow-City Cent- 
er 6/18...Seventh Heaven 
Dane- 
5/27. 


Tryout Dates 


Champagne Complex- 
Wilmington 3/16. 


Summer Issues 


Summer issues of C.D, 
will cover tryouts of new 
Dleys in Eastern summer 
theatres as reported in 
trade journels,daily pap- 
ers end personal inspect- 
ion,plus other features, 


Digests of Current Week Theatre Reviews 


Bus Stop-Music Box 3/4. New William Inge play pre- 
sented by Whitehead-Stevens won top approval of all NY 
daily critics with sole exception of Chapman,News, Times 
reviewer tabbed ocamedy a memorable achievement in both 
writing and acting. Kerr,Herald Tribune,picked it as the 
best pley of the season. Critic is happy that Kim Stanley 
has finally found a play as winning as she is. Play has 
heart,canpession,wisdam and loads of laughs,sums up Cole- 
man,Mirrore A moving and delightful play,edds Watts,Post. 
While Hawkins,World Telegram & Sun,found play hard-ocored 
and hilerious, a clembake for actors. Albert Salmi shared 
top acting honors with Miss Stanley. Chapman panned show 
because he thought it added up to a scencrio,not a plays 


Shoestring Revue-President 3/1. Ben Bagley's revue 
presented by a dozen young talented people was cheered by 
ell the NY daily critics except McClain, Journal Americans 
Ee enjoyed parts of second act,but feared there was not 
enough good material for an entire evening. Atkinson,Times, 
elso enjoyed the second stanze more,but thought the whole 
enterprise worthwhile. A shoestring with talent,noted Kerr, 
Herald Tribune.Once the 27 number show is tightened it will 
be better, suggests Strassberg Mirror. Post aisle-man re- 
ported revue contains ea number of good comic ideas,sane 
agreeable songs end dances,and sane likeable performers. 
Broadway producers,suggests Hawkins, WTsS,could copy vir- 
tues of speed and brevity of revue. Critios differed as 
to their exact likes and dislikes emong cast and numbers. 
Generally femme members-Dorothy Greener, Chita Rivera and 
Beatrice Authur won the top notices, 


The Master Builder- Phoenix= 3/2, Split notices re- 
corded on Houghton-H mbleton revival of Ibsen classic with 
Joen Tetzel and Oscar Homolke. Times,News, Journal American 
and WT&S reviewers okeyed it as clear,well acted versions 
Play was edapted by Max Faber, But critics of Herald Trib- 
une,Mirror(Strassberg), and Post vetoed it as dated,slow 
moving and unclear, 


Critic's Wife Gripes 


The two kinds of plays Jean Kerr,spouse of Herald 
Tribune critic,can't stand she writes in Times Marazine 
section are plays about troubled adolescents who cantt 
find themselves, and plays about "The Merchant of Venice," 


Wa 


Wextended paylight Saving Time" 
plan which hes passed the City Affairs 
Committee of the NY City Council is the 
newest item which may keep people out 
of the NY legit houses. Theatre spokes- 
men Maurice Bvans and James F, Reilly 
told the Council members that their pro=- 
posed plan to extend daylight saving time 
thru the last Sun in Oct would give NY 
visitors more daylight hours to go sight- 
seeing,thue keeping them away fran the 
theatres. 


Plays 


Shows that closed include-Wa yward 
Saint, Southwest Corner, Quadrillesee 


The Saint o @eoker Street will give 
performances on evening, and 


Sat & Sun matinee and Sat Evening for 

a total of four performances per week. 
Betimated 50% in cost will be savedeee 
South Paofic has been movedup on the NY 
City Center schedule to Mey 4 opening 
eeotilliams' 27 Wagons Full of Cotton 
sill be part oF 
Bill" at Bijou April 5...eArthur Miller's 
A Memory of Two Mondays, a one act play, 
Ww @ presented as part of a bill by 
Whitehead & Bloangarden next seasonece 
The Honeys will open April 14 at Long- 


Q0Feeees For Tonight debut shifted to 
April 6 due to appendectamy operation 


on Marge ChampioneeeThe Champa Con- 
plex debut at Cort moved to er IZ. 


Pla yers 


Paul Hartman will oo-star with 
Gloria DeHaven in Seventh Heaveneece 
John Dahl replaced Wark Miller in The 
Champagne Complexes.Jay Parker replac- 
es Myron NocCormick in Ankles Aweighees 
Hudson & Manhatten RR offering special 
"theatre rates" on trains Mons after 6, 
eeeCheryl Crawford honored via plauge 
at New Haven Shubert Theatre lobbyeece 
Friends of Richard III,Inc ,set up to 
olear name of Bard character , headed 
by Dennis King,Talluleh Bankhead and 
Margaret Case HarrimaneseTon Howard 
died at age 69, 


Sunmer Playhouses 


Bucks County Playhouse,New Hope, 
Pa.opens summer season May 15 amd plans 
to run thru Oot 29. 


The Iumortal Husband,playing thru 
Mar 27 at Theatre De Lys, ran a quote 
ad listing views of Tennessee Williams, 
Maro Connelly and W H Auden. 


Othe r Broadways 


Cincinnati Show Train brought 200 to 

NYC for 5 daySeeeKismet tour opens April 
23eeeArabian Nights will tour 35 arenas 
in Husband will be 
presented ondon ne alleeeThe Wa 
ward Saint with Liam Redmond will play in 
Treland and England this sunner..eThieves 
Carnival oampeny will tour via bus this 
Tall..esaint Joan US tour by Canadian Play- 
ers, ltd,has been postponed.» Broadway High- 
lights with cast of four will tour via bus 

8 springeeeLee Tracy will tour Australia 
in The Caine Mutiny Court Martial. 


Theatre Film Notes 


Maurice Evans-Judith Anderson 2 hour 
TV version of Macbeth is available free to 
high schools and colleges via Associated 
Films ,347 Madison Av,NYC...A Stone for Dann 
Fisher will be made into a film by Hal 
Wallis who will shot it in NYC. 


Theatre Vaudeville Notes 


New Palace show headlines Lee Sullivan, 
and includes Julie Cummings, Bobby Brandt, 
Berry Family,Maxie & Miller. 


Theatre Record Notes 


Ankles Aweigh original cast album to 
be made by Decoa...Fred Waring to record 
"Broadway '55" album of ourrent show tunes 
for DeccoaseeDamn Yankee original cast album 
to be released by RCA Victor May 8...Julie 
Wilson to record two albums for RCA Victor 
after Kismet closing. 


Theatre TV & Radio Notes 


Peter Pan NBC TV production may be 
repeated at Christmas Time...NBC TV Tonight 
considering reading Times & Herald Tribune 
first night reviews at 12 30 AMe 


-- 
> 


LEGIT APPETITES.seTV production of Peter Pan set a high standard for the future and 
should serve to whet a few million @ppetites for more of the same, states Herald 
Tribune editorial. Those who saw show with Mary Martin on NBC TV may wonder why 
TV doesn’t do this kind of thing more often. Success of the fantasy indicates 
that TV audiences are capable of as intelligent a response as theatre audiences. 


COLIMN TIPSeee"Inside” story of why Bill & Maria Riva are out of the Stemford,Conn, 
Playhouse picture is quite a story,hints KilgalleneseSome Broadway folk believe 
fact that critios for morning papers left before misfit end of Silk Stockings 
aided the reviews, repeats Variety...Veteran actors at Lambs would Like to hear 
the letters Paul Douglas and Wendell Corey sent to Paul Gregory during their 
road tour feud of The Caine Mutiny Court Martial, hears Sullivan, 


"SAINT" COMEBACKeeeThe longer The Saint of Bleecker Street, a distinguished and remark- 
ably individual work,lives, the more pleasure 1t will give, cheers Chapnan, News. 
Show is for the vast group of theatregoers who have more than a surface respect 
for their judgement, 


DRAMA MAIL BOXeeeOne reason for the success of the current Off Broadway movement ,beli- 
eves a Times reader,is fact that fan can get ticket for when he wants to go to 
theatre,not months latereeeNo exouse can be seen by a C.D. reader for sme of 
the ushers in NY legit houses putting patrons in the wrong seats. 


CRITICAL THOUGHTSeeeBus Stop is the best new American play so far this season, elects 
Watts ,PosteseFa is at least 50% better now than it was when viewed on opening 
night,admits McClain, Journal American..Legit in NY today has many acts that 
would be banned if License Commissioner MoCaffrey enforced his "No Burlesque" 
code,points out McHarry, News. 


INTERVIEW HI-LITESe.oMoGraw Hill was an unofficial baoker of Ben B-cley's Shoestrin 
Revue because they paid for the phone-calls the 21 year old producer” made chit 
Working as an "obit" writer for Engineering News Record, the young man told Mook- 
ridge, Wr&Se Show which oost $15,000 has 75 backers, a lot of whan Bagley noted, 
think they were making a donation rather than an investment. 


PROS & CONS BY TM.K 


Shoestring Revue has the town's most The Three Sisters presented at 
talented group of newoomers, a dozen or so the unique eatre is an outstand- 


witty itens in ite show of 27 numbers, and ing produotion of the olassio, Perfect 
@ group of the tom's noisiest stagehands. oast,with the sisters played by young 
Chita Rivera stands out among the 12 men- ladies instead of grandmothers,has aud- 
ber cast as the most proamising,while the ience believe and worry about the prob- 
mad “The Sea Is All Around Us" ditty is lens of Chekov's characters, 

the cleverest songe 


DEP ARIMENT 


News 


Teach Me How to oe by Patricia 
Joudry w @ presented at Theatre de 
Lys April 5 by LPS,new production team 
of Paul Lilly,Bill Penn and Robinson 
StoneeeeThe Miser moved opening at Down- 
town National up to March 17eeeMaro 
Daniels will direct Phoenix '55 Rewe 
due at Phoenix April 15..ePleasure Dome 


another revue will be presen ay 
eecArte Johnson, Shoestring Revue, went 
to Los Angeles for a week £5 make a film 
with Janis PaigeeeeSky High,a rewe,will 
sented by Lance BarkliesseeThread of Law 


hter by Harold Levitt will be presented 
a yal Playhouse 62 E 4 in late March, 


Digests of Reviews- Off Broadway 


Three by Thurber-De Lys 3/7-For 3 
Mondays ONLY. Pleasant was kindest word 
NY daily oritios could find to praise 
St.John Terrell production of Thurber's 
Mr & Mrs Monroe stories,adap ted by Ter 
rell and Paul Elwood. McClain, Journal- 
American, recommended it to Thurber fans. 
Watts,Post,still wishes that Thurber would 
adapt his owm stories, Coleman,Mirror, 
filed a mild pro,but still feared much 
of the pixie humor was lost in the adapt- 
done Outright cons were filed by Times and 
Herald Tribune reviewers. Former felt 
stories are prose satires,not theatre. 
latter felt production was a oarbon of 
the stories,not stage playse Edward An- 
drews and Roberta Jonay were okayed in 
leads by moste 


Streetcar Nemed Desire- Originals 
Only 3/3. First off Broadway revival of 
Williams* play is given an accepteble,if 
hardly inspired,performance,agree critics 
of Times,Post,Wonen's Weare Herridge, Post, 
especially recommended it to all those 
who have never seen the originale 


The Three Sisters at 4th St Playhouse 
added a rave review by Hawkins, WIsS, a mild 
pro by Coleman Mirror,and a mild con by 
Dash,Women's Weare 


THEAT 


BOOK yc 


CQMENTS 


"100 Years of the Negro in Show 
Business™ ( Burdge) by Tom Fletcher 
was labeled by Orn,Variety, as one of 
the most intensive and resourceful re- 
search jobs on the history of the Negro 
in the mtertaimment worlds Author died 
in 1954 at age 82. Reviewer did think 
book could have been edited and tight- 
ened considerably. 


"House of Flowers" original cast 
album captures the excitement of the 
soore better than the musical itself, 
okays Zinnsser,Herald Tribune. On the 
record the songs stami out clear and 
pure,cnd it's easy to hear what an in- 
ventive and flexible score Harold Arlen 
has written, 


Theatre 
TV 


Coments 


"Peter Pan™ TV production won 
unanimous rave reviews fron NY daily TV 
oritiose Gould,Times . is sure there must 
be a trace of fairy dust ooast to coast, 
The most polished, finished, delightful 
show ever on TV,raved Crosby,Herald Tribune. 
Van Horne, WI&S,agreede A highmark in enter 
tainment and a suverlative production, 
added Rosen, Variety. 


CRITICAL DIGEST- weekly digests NYC show news, reviews, com- 
ments from 50 publications. Tickets, critics reports. Covers 
NY shows, drama books, drama records, theatre on TV. Also west 
coast theatre briefs. Special summer features. Perfect gift 
S2 weeks per year for “stage struck" friends, business ac- 
qQuaintances, etc. 


125 per year for complere service, 
Out of Town & NYC keports, CD Newsletter. 
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